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METRO AREA EXPRESS LIGHT RAIL — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

898. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s comments this morning in which he did not rule out delaying or staging the Metro Area 
Express light rail project and his latest political revelation that politicians have “fallen into the trap of being too 
specific”. 

(1) Is this not just another lame excuse for him to break promises? 

(2) Is it not also totally contrary to his personal election pledge that all his promises were “fully funded and 
fully costed”? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) I am glad to see that the research capacity of the opposition has been extended from The West 
Australian to the ABC! It would be nice if the Leader of the Opposition did some work himself. If 
listening to the ABC is his idea of preparing for Parliament, it is pretty weak. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I remember saying on the ABC this morning that we are eight months into a four-year 
term. There is a long way to go. We will deliver on our election commitments. There may be some changes in 
timing or scale, but we will deliver. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The people of Western Australia will make a judgement on that in 2017, just as they made 
an emphatic judgement this year. A whole host of election commitments were delivered in our first budget, just a 
few months after the election. Opposition members look at the forward estimates and if something is not yet in 
the forward estimates, they say that it is a broken promise. Wait until the second, third and fourth budgets, as we 
roll out all our commitments. 
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